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April 26, 1995
UM PROGRAM PROPOSES BACK-COUNTRY SHELTERS 
AS MEMORIAL TO VIETNAM, OTHER VETERANS
MISSOULA ~
As the 20th anniversary of the end of the Vietnam War approaches, UM’s Vietnam 
Veterans’ Children’s Assistance Program is working to develop a back-country shelter system as a 
veterans’ memorial.
The proposed Veterans’ Memorial Wilderness Trail Hut System would establish seasonal 
shelters along mountain trails adjacent to Montana wilderness areas. User fees from the hut system 
would go to fund W C A P ’s programs to help veterans and their families.
The goal of the program, said VVCAP Director Gordon Hollingshead, is to establish a 
positive, useful veterans’ memorial that celebrates the future as well as recognizes the past. The 
20th anniversary of the end of the Vietnam War is Sunday, April 30.
"We want to make the next 20 years better than the last 20 for veterans and their families," 
Hollingshead said. "This exciting development just may make that happen."
The trail hut system would accomplish that goal in two ways, he said: by raising funds for 
continued services to veterans’ families, and by helping people enjoy Montana’s back-country 
splendor. The huts would be accessible to people with disabilities, and Hollingshead is talking with 
back-country outfitters to explore ways to transport people with disabilities to the huts.
Hollingshead is working with the U.S. Forest Service to develop a plan that would erect
-more-
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shelters on Forest Service land adjacent to wilderness areas. The initial project would place about 
eight small clusters of shelters — three structures in each cluster — near mountain trails in the Lolo 
Pass area, Hollingshead said. Eventually, he said, the project might establish shelters in mountain 
areas throughout the state.
Shelters would be available in prime cross-country skiing and snowmobile areas for winter 
use and in popular hiking, mountain biking and camping areas for summer use, Hollingshead said. 
The huts would provide users with a warm, dry place to stow their gear and spend the night. Fees 
for the shelters would probably be in the range of $17-25 per person per night, he said.
The environmental impact of the project is a prime consideration, he said, and public input 
will be sought as officials work to determine the feasibility of the project.
W C A P ’s grant funding is scheduled to run out April 30, 1996, and the trail hut system is 
one potential source of income for continuing the program after that date, Hollingshead said. 
Funding to build the trail huts will be sought through grants and donations, he said.
VVCAP, a program of UM’s Rural Institute on Disabilities, provides information, referral 
and case management services to Vietnam-era veterans and their families. The program no longer 
has funding to purchase goods and services — such as wheelchairs, other devices, clinical 
evaluations, and therapy — for clients, but if the trail hut system proves successful those services 
might be restored in the future, Hollingshead said.
For more information call VVCAP at (406) 243-4131 or, toll-free, (800) 882-2703.
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